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CUCKFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  in  Acres  ..  ..  ..  ..  54,094  \ 

Persons  per  Acre . . . . . . . . 0.3  ^ 

Population,  1921  16,855  - Census  Returns, 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . . . . 3,920  ^ • 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  3,987 

A.ssessable  Value  . . ..  ..  ..£167,247 

Sum  represented  by  One  Penny  Rate..  £696  17s.  3d. 

1 

19-20 

1921 

19-22 

1923 

1924 

1925 

i 

Population  estimated 
to  Middle  of  Year 

15,846 

16,851 

16,410 

16,440 

17,005 

17,125 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  Population 

21.4 

17.3 

15.1 

15.2 

12.0 

13.0 

Deaths  under  One 
Year  to  1,000  Births 

41.1 

38.4 

28.0 

44.0 

50.0 

23.0 

Total  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  . . 

11.1 

10.4 

10.7 

11.2 

11.0 

11.0 

Nett  Death  itate  per 
1,000 

10.0 

10.0 

10.7 

11.0 

11.0 

10.5 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  . . 

0.01 

0.5 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.1 

Death  Rate  from 
Phthisis  per  1,000 

.6 

.3 

.4 

.6 

.6 

.4 

Death  Rato  from 
Respirator)’  Diseases 
per  1,000  .. 

.5 

.4 

.5 

.4 

1.4 

.4 

' Senile  Mortality — 

Death.*  at  ages  65 
and  over  as  Per- 
centage of  Nett 
Deaths 

47.3 

62.0 

52.0 

55.0 

.57.0 

54.0 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Vital  Statistics  of  the  District  are  satisfactory. 

PFRT'tTQl  Legitimate  Total  207 — Males  110,  Females  97  ^Birth  Rate 
llllegitimate  „ Nil — ,,  Nil,  ,,  Nil)  13.0. 

DEATHS — Total  188 — Males  106,  Females  82.  Death  Rate  10..5. 
Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Child-bii’th — 1. 

The  Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 
Births  was  23  Total  Deaths  5,  Illegitimate  0. 

Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants — Premature  Birth  3,  Whooping 
Cough  1,  Bronchitis  1. 

The  chief  Causes  of  Death  in  the  District  were — Cancer  23, 
Heart  Disease  33,  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  17,  Apople.xy  12, 
Suicide  2,  Accidents  13,  Consumj)tion  7.  As  usual.  Cancer  takes 
toll  of  a large  number  of  persons,  and  until  some  definite  and 
energetic  action  is  taken  with  I’egai’d  to  instructing  the  public  in 
the  latest  knowledge  with  regard  to  the  cause  of  and  prevention  of 
this  disease  there  cannot  be  any  hope  for  diminution  of  the  deaths 
from  Cancer. 

Again,  the  prevention  of  Consumption  would  be  greatly  assisted 
by  the  employment  of  a qualified  Nurse  to  visit  and  advise  in  such 
cases. 


NOTIFIABLE 

Diseases. 

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia  ... 

••• 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (Males  7, 
Females  8)  

Non  - Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
(Males  3,  Females  4) ... 
Chicken  Pox 

•••  •••  ••• 

Enceph.  Lethargica 

Scarlet  Fever  spread  through 


DISEASES. 


Total. 

Removed  to 
Hospital. 

Died. 

35 

35 

Nil. 

2 

1 

3 

— 

)> 

9 

15 

M.  1,  P.5 

M.  1 P.  1 

7 

„ 2,  „ 2 

P.  1 

26 

— 

Nil. 

1 

— 

>> 

mild  unrecognised  cases. 
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I PROFESSIONAL  NURSING. 

(Jeneral. — ilistrict  Nursing  Association. 

HOSPITALS. 

Tuberculosis. — J’rovided  by  the  County  Council  at  Robertsbridge. 

Fever. — Dean’s  Farm  Hospital,  Hurstpierpoint. 

Venereal  Diseases. — Brighton,  Tunbridge  Wells,  and  Hastings 
i Hospitals. 

Umallpux. — East  Sussex  Western  Smallpo.x  Committee’s  Hospital, 
I Plumpton. 


AMBULANCE. 

Motor  Ambulance  at  the  Fever  Hospital  and  Brighton  Motor 
I Ambulance  for  Smallpox.  Red  Cross  Ambulance  at  Haywards  Heath 
I for  accidents. 


LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  M.O.H.  undertakes  this  work. 

I’i  Swabs  from  Throat  illnesses — 2 Positive,  10  Negative. 

6 Samples  of  Phlegm — 2 Positive,  4 Negative. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  of  charge  to  Medical 
Practitioners  for  preventive  and  curative  purposes  for  the  poorer 
inhabitants  of  the  District.  The  materials  are  kept  in  stock  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  supplied  on  demand. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  danger  of  giving  too  small  a 
dose  of  Antitoxin  is  greater  than  giving  too  large  a do.se.  The 
'|uicker  the  injection  of  Antitoxin  is  given  a patient  and  the  lai-ger 
the  dose  the  less  likelihood  there  is  of  the  case  of  Diphtheria  proving 
fatal. 


COMPARATIVE  KATES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 
AND  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  H)2o. 


[England  and  Wales... 
(Cuckdeld  Rural 


Birth  Rate. 

Infantile  Mortality 
Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

18.3 

7.") 

12.2 

13 

23 

10.5 
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LIST  OL  ADOPTIVE  ACTS  HELATJNG  TO 
PUB  1 AC  HEALTH  IN  FOBCE. 

Adopted 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ... 

Part  3,  Public  Health  Act  (Amendment  Act),  1890... 

Sections  29,  30  and  :51  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
(Amendment  Act),  1890 

The  Council  have  also  obtained  Urban  Powers  under 
the  following’: — Sections  42,  44,  15/,  158,  169,  and 
Parts  2 and  3 of  170,  of  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
for  Contributory  Places  of  Ardingly,  Balcombe, 
Clayton,Cuckfield,  Hurstpierpoint,  Horsted  Keynes, 
Lindfield  and  Slaugham 

Section  157,  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  for  the  Con- 
tributory Parishes  of  Albourne,  Bolney,  Twineham 
and  Pyecombe 

Section  160,  Public  Health  Act,  18/5 

Section  169  and  Parts  2 and  3 of  170,  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  for  whole  of  District  where  not  in  force 

Section  66,  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  in  force  in 
Contributory  Places  of  Ardingly,  Balcombe,  Bolney, 
Cuckfield,  Lindfield  and  Slaugham 

Also  Pyecombe  ... 

And  Pai'ish  of  Clayton... 

Section  49,  Public  Health  Act  (Amendment  Act), 
1890,  foi'  the  Coidributoi'y  Place  of  Keymer 

Section  ’28  (part),  'rowu  Police  Clauses  Ad.  1847,  in- 
corpoi'ated  with  Section  171,  Public  Health  Act, 
1875  for  the  Conti-ibutory  Place  of  Hurstpierpoint 

Section  155,  Ihiblic  Health  Act,  1875,  for  the  Con- 
tributory Place  of  Hurstpier})oint  . . . 

Section  49,  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  for  the  Con- 
tributory Places  of  Cuckfield  Rural  and  Slauo-ham 

Section  4,  Private  Street  Woi’ks  Acts,  1<''92,  for 
i*ertain  Roads  in  the  Parish  of  Keymer 


Feb.  7,  1891 
Mar.  1,  1891 

Mar.  27,  1922 

Nov.  6,  1882 

June  13,  1899 
Oct.  25,  1907 

Mar.  27,  1907 

Jan.  12,  1900 
May  1,  1902 
Nov.  6,  1902 

Nov.  15,  1910 

Aug.  31,  1910 
Aug.  12,  1901 
Nov.  24,  1919 
A})ril  21,  1902 


5 


Adopted. 


Bye-laws  respecting  Nuisances,  Cleansinef  of  Foot- 
paths, Removal  of  House  Refuse,  ttc.,  adopted 
for  Contributory  Places  of  Ardingly,  Balcombe, 
Clayton,  Cucktield,  Hor.sted  Keynes,  Hurstpier- 
point,  Keymer,  Lindtield  and  Slaugham  ... 
Bye-laws — New  Streets  and  Buildings 
Bye-laws  relating  to  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Bye-laws  relating  to  Slaughter-houses 
Regulations  in  respect  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops 

New  Bye-laws  to  Slaughter-houses  for  whole  District, 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  Regulations. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 


Nov. 

Nov. 

Feb. 

Sept. 


Jan. 

Dec. 

Feb. 


1,  1883 
28,  1910 
•2,  1912 
21,  1883 

1,  1900 
1,  1922 

13,  1925 


disinfection. 

Formalin  Spray  is  used.  Bedding  and  Clothing  are  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  to  the  Steam  Disinfector. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

M.O.H.,  whole  time,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  qualified  R.S.L,  Meat  Certificate. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  qualified  R.S.L 


GENERAL  SURVEY  REPORT. 

It  is  ordered  by  tbe  Ministry  of  Health  that  the  Animal  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Ilealtii  for  1925  shall  be  a survey  report 
for  the  five  previous  years. 

No  changes  have  occurred  in  the  Natural  and  Social  conditioii^s 
of  the  Area.  On  account  of  the  natural  formation  of  the  District 
with  its  beautiful  hills  and  valleys,  lying  in  parts  on  the  geological 
formation  known  as  the  Upper  and  Lower  Tunbridge  We  Is  Sands, 
Ashdown  Sand  and  Weald  Clay  of  the  Hastings^  Beds  of  the 
Wealden  Series  and  in  other  parts  on  the  chalk  the  District  is 
chiefly  residential;  there  are  no  factories;  Dairy  harming  and  the 
rearing  of  stock  is  carried  on. 

Tlie  District  is  well  provided  with  up-to-date  Sanitary  Services. 

Water  is  suijplicd  to  all  jiarishcs  under  constant  pressure, 
except  in  two  parishes— Newtimber,  which  is  supplied  from  well? 
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on  the  flialk,  and  Horstcd  Koyncs,  also  snpiilicd  from  springs  and 
shallow  wells.  Ilorsted  Keynes  will  probably  obtain  a water 
sui)ply  from  the  new  pum])ing  station  of  the  Mid-Sussex  Joint 
Water  Hoard.  The  District  is  served  with  water  from  the  Mid- 
Sussex  Joint  Water  lioard,  Burgess  Hill  Water  Co.,  and  the 
lirighton  Corporation.  The  additional  excellent  sup])ly  of  water 
from  the  Holywell  Spring  to  aid  the  Mid-Sussex  Joint  Water 
Board’s  supjily  from  the  Balcombe  Wells  is  very  fortunate  for 
the  District. 

By  the  courtesy  of  the  Water  Board’s  Engineer,  F.  Martin, 
Esq.,  I have  been  supplied  with  the  following  particulars  : — 

Water  from  the  Holy  Well  was  first  pumped  into  the  District 
on  July  29th,  1925.  The  Well  still  maiiitains  its  yield.  A daily 
average  of  290,000  gallons  of  water  is  pum])ed  from  the  well  and 
40,000  gallons  ])er  day  into  the  high-level  district  from 
Balcombe  Wells. 

About  Ilf  miles  of  new  mains  were  laid  during  1925. 

The  Caudy  Filters  to  remove  the  iron  from  the  Holy  Well 
water  are  working  very  satisfactorily  ; the  water  after  filtration 
is  free  from  iron,  well  acratetl  and  sparkling. 

An  analysis  of  the  water,  by  Dr.  Thresh,  is  added. 

(Copy). 

THE  COUNTIES  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORIES, 

91  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C.  4, 


PHYSICAL,  CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  DATA 
Relating  to  2 samples  of  Water  received  on  13th  April,  1926, 
from  Mid-Sussex  Joint  Water  Board. 

Labelled  (1)  Holy  Well  Waterworks,  Horsted  Keynes.  12/4/26. 

(2)  Ditto,  ditto,  average  of  whole  day’s  supply  of  filtered 
water. 

Taken  by  F.  Martin.  Date  12/4/26. 


ALL  RESULTS 

Turbidity  

Colour  

Odour  

Reaction  Ph 


IN  PARTS  PER 

(1). 

Clear  and  Bright 
Normal 
None 

7.25  Neutral 


100,000. 

(2). 

Clear  and  Bright 
Normal 
None 
7.25 
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Electric  Conductivity 

at  20°  C 

Total  Solids.  180°  C.  ...  lo  approx. 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ...  -•2. 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  ...  0.0 

Nitrites  or  free  Chlorine  .\bseut 

Hardness.  Permanent... 

Temporary...  0° 

Total  ‘ ...  6° 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc,  Iron  Iron  0.002 
Free  Ammonia  ...  ...  0.0010 

Albuminoids  Ammonia...  O.OOOt 

Oxygen  absorl)ed  in  .’5 

hours  at  87°  C.  ...  0.000 


0.0015 


No.  of  Bacteria  i)er  e.e.  - 

On  Gelatine  in  8 days  ...  18*1  No  deposit  of  any  kind. 

On  Agar  in  21  hours  ...  1 A few  specks  of  vegetable 

fibre  could  be  seen. 


The  Bacillus  Coli — Absent  in  100  c.c. 

'I'he  Bacillus  Enteritidis  S])orogenes — Ditto,  ditto 


Report: The  water  is  in  every  respect  excellent,  pure  and 

wholesome  and  suitable  for  a public  supply. 

The  iron  may  be  said  to  be  entirely  removed.  It 
certainly  far  more  than  complies  with  the  Contractors 
Specification. 

'riic  Board  is  to  be  congratulated  on  obtaining  such  a 
good  water  supi)ly  from  this  source. 


Dated  April  16/2G. 


John  Thresh. 


I'his  analysis  shows  a very  pure  water  and  in  every  way 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

The  Water  Board  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  success 
attending  their  labour  in  endeavouring  to  seeure  a wholesome 
su])plv  of  water  tor  their  District. 

The  attaehcrl  Statement  shows  the  distribution  of  the  water 
from  the  .Joint  Water  Board  to  the  District  of  Cuckfield  Rural 
and  adjoining  Districts. 
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Includes  Brighton  County  Borough  Mental  Hospital. 
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Seiverage. — At  Hurstpicrpoint  aii  area  of  20  acres  of  ground 
deals  with  the  sewage  of  Clayton,  Iveymer  and  Hurstpierpoint. 
Artificial  works  have  been  added  from  time  to  time,  as  the  clay 
soil  forming  the  original  sewage  farm  was  unsuitable  for  the 
treatment  of  sewage.  In  year  1025  the  Council  caused  to  be 
erected  more  modern  })creolating  filters,  so  that  the  effluent  now 
is  much  improNcd. 

\t  Ardingly  the  sewage  larm  has  an  area  of  f aeres,  which  is 
used  for  treatment  of  sewage : with  the  extension  of  building  in  this 
village  it  has  been  eonsidered  desirable  to  pnrehase  more  laud  for 
further  extension  of  the  farm,  l)ut  from  the  exeellent  results  of 
the  pereolating  filters  (until  some  new  method  is  invented)  this 
method  would  appear  to  be  better  than  land  treatment. 


At  Haleombe  the  artifieial  treatment  of  sewage  appears  to 
give  good  results. 

At  Lindficld  the  sew'agc  farm  still  exists  ; sooner  or  later 
artifieial  works  must  supersede  this  land  treatment. 


The  villages  of  Horsted  Keynes  and  Holney  are  the  plaees 
most  urgently  needing  the  Coimeirs  attention  with  regard  to 

sewerage. 


It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  in  the  Parishes  of  Slangham  and 
Cuckfield  Rural,  which  are  still  worked  on  the  Conservancy 
Svstem  and  have  long  resisted  any  water  earriage  system  of 
sew'crage,  that  the  cost  of  working  the  system  appears  to  grow  le.ss 
each  year  -the  cost  was  in  1S)10  tl  ,().><>  15s.  lid.,  in  1925  t792 
18s.  7<1. — although  the  nnml)er  of  gallons  of  sewap'  r(‘COvere.d  has 
considerably  increased  : this  is 
modern  motor  sewage  van. 


brought 


about  bv  the  use  of  a 


Scnvcttgiiig.  ~ In  the*  Parishes  of  Haleombe,  Ke\mer,  Ilurst- 
pierpoint  and  Lindfield  the  removal  of  house  refuse  is  undertaken 
by  contract  super\iscd  by  the  Parish  Councils. 

In  Slaugham  and  Cuckfield  Rural  the  Council’s  men  remove 
house  refuse.  The  work  is  reported  by  the  Sanitary  Insi)eetor 
to  be  carried  out  satisfactorily. 
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Isolation  of  Infectious  Diseases. ~ An  excellent  Isolation 
Hosiiital  with  32  beds  is  provided  with  all  modern  appliances.  A 
motor  ambulance  for  removal  of  cases,  electric  light  to  take  the  place 
of  oil  lamiis,  and  a well-trained  matron  and  stall  are  provided. 
The  medical  attendant  is  a medical  practitioner  in  the  District. 
Five  other  Districts  adjoining  are  provided  for  in  this  Isolation 

Hospital. 


Cuckfield  Rural 
t’uckfield  Urban 
H a y w a rds  H e ath  U r ba  1 1 
Rurgess  Hill  Urban  ... 

o 

Horsham  Urban 
Horsham  Rural 


following  cases 

were 

admit 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

36 

...  1 ... 

0 

= 37 

2 

...  0 ... 

0 

_ 2 

1 

...  0 ... 

2 

= 3 

-t 

...  3 ... 

0 

= 7 

2 

...  0 ... 

0 

_ 2 

38 

...  1 ... 

0 

= 39 

— 

— 

— 

— 

83 

5 

2 

90 

All  the  eases  recovered,  although  some  were  severe. 

Of  the  37  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  in  the  Cuckfield 
Rural  District  Couneirs  area,  37  were  removed  to  the  Hospital. 
This  jiroved  the  ]K)pularity  of  the  Hospital. 

It  is  a matter  for  eongratulatioii  that  such  good  feeling  exists 
between  the  medical  jiraetitioners  in  the  District  and  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  On  several  occasions  during  the  past  year  the 
services  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  have  been  requested  by 
the  doctors  to  see  eases  with  them,  and  to  assist  them.  This  is 
undoubtedly  an  advantage  to  the  [iroteetion  of  the  public  health 
in  the  District. 

The  energetie  ser\  iees  of  the  sanitary  staff.  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Assistant  Sanitary  Insjieetor  in  the  immediate  removal  of 
infectious  eases  to  the  Hospital,  disinfection  of  the  premises,  and 
provision  ot  Antitoxis  Scrum  in  eases  of  Diphtheria  verv  greatlv 
prevent  the  sjiread  of  infectious  illness. 

In  mild  eases  ot  Scarlet  Fc\  er,  which  are  often  difficult  to 
recognise,  the  spread  ot  inteetion  takes  ])luee  before  notice  reaches 
the  Authority. 
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Provision  of  the  TuInTculosis  Sanatorias  at  Robcrtsbridgc 
by  the  County  Council  has  |)ro\'cd  of  benefit  in  the  District. 

Schools. — The  Sanitary  condition  of  seiiools  a})})ears  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Housing. — The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  He])ort  deals  very  fully 
with  this  subject. 

There  is  a shortage  of  working  class  dwelling  liouses.  The 
Inspector  points  out  in  one  Parish  *21  cottages  during  .‘i  years 
have  been  converted  into  dwellings  for  better  class  persons.  In  a 
report  by  the  Surveyor,  tlie  Council  decided  if  necessary  to  erect 
150  cottages. 

Overcrowding  is  reported  uj)on  as  not  being  acute.  Tlie 
general  standard  of  housing  in  tlic  District  is  said  to  bc'  fairly  liigh. 

I inspection  and  Supen'ision  of  Food. — 'I'he  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers  with  regard  to  the  Inspection  and  Super\'ision  of  Food 
has  been  good.  No  friction  has  occurred  with  regard  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Pul)lie  Health  (Meat  Regulations)  Order. 

The  painless  slaughter  of  animals  is  in  force  in  the  District. 
'I'he  'I'ubereulosis  Order,  19*25,  has  given  considerable  increased 
duties  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  In  such  a large  area,  the 
cpiestion  of  increasing  the  staff  of  the  Sanitary  De|)artment  must 
be  considered  if  the  (‘ver-inereasing  work  is  to  be  carried  out 
efficiently.  A full  detailed  report  of  tlu*  Sanitary  Work  in  the 
District  will  be  found  in  the  very  excellent  rc'port  of  tlu'  Sanitary 
Inspector  which  is  added. 


HOUSING  STATTSTTGS  FOH  TITK  YFAH  1925. 


No.  of  New  Houses  Frected  during  the  year,  or  in  course  of 
erection  : — 


{(()  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under(^))  150 

{h)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(i.)  By  the  Local  Authority 
(ii.)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 


24 

Nil 
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1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses  : — 

Inspection — (1 ) Total  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  Inspected 
for  Housing  Defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  157 

(2)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  Inspected  and 

Recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

(3)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injui-ious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(4)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  Sub-head)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  i-espects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  33 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

No.  of  Defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £9 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : — 

^ roceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act, 

1 9 2.3  — 

(1)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  Repairs 33 

(2)  No.  of  Dwelling  blouses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  Service  of  Formal  Notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  29 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

(3)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  became  operative  in  jmrsuance  of  Declara- 
tions by  Owners  of  intention  to  close 


Nil 
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R. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  lequiring  Defects  to  be  I'eniedied  ...  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  Defects  were 

remedied  after  Service  of  Formal  Notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners Nil 

(h)  Jiy  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

C. — Proceedings  under  Section  11,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  No.  of  Representations  made  with  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Oi-ders  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(8)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  Dwelling  Houses  having 
been  rendered  fit...  ...  ..  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 
tion Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  Demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders Nil 

Two  Old  Cottages  Demolished  by  Owner. 

I have  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  courtesy  extended  to  me 
during  the  past  year. 

I also  thank  the  Clerk  and  other  Officials  for  their  kindly 
assistance. 


1 am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HUGH  STOTT. 
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CUCKFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


For  the  Year  ending  the  SIst  December,  1925. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  subuiit  my  Annuiil  Report  lor  the  year  ending  the 
31st  December,  1925,  showing  tlie  work  carried  out  by  this 
department. 


Inspections  and  Visits. — 

Inspections  of  Houses  and  other  Premises  1,397 
Works  in  progi'ess  and  Ke-inspections  ...  1,235 
Other  Visits 1,127 

3,759 


Office. — 


Official  Letters  written 

Written  Communications  received  ... 

Complaints  received  ... 

Statutory  Notices  served 
Informal  Notices  served  and  complied  with 
o „ outstanding 


1,224 

980 

25 

Nil. 

153 

5 


Infectious  Disen.se.s.—Tho-  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
have  been  reported  during  the  year Scarlet  Fever,  35;  Diph- 
ei  ia.  2;  Erysipelas,  3 ; luberculosis.il;  Encephalitis  Lethargica, 
1:  Influen/^l  Pneumonia,  9;  Chicken-pox,  2(5;  making  a total  of 
cases.  Of  these  3;)  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for 
leatment.  No  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  notihed  duilng  the  year. 
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Notifications.  Removed  to  Hospital. 


Scarlet  Fever 

35 

■ 34 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

Erysipelas... 

3 

— 

Tuberculosis 

11 

— 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

9 

— 

Chicken-pox 

26 

— 

Plncephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

1 

— 

Totals 

87 

35 

On  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  following 
Schools  were  closed  for  varying  jieriods  : — 

Ardiiigly,  owing  to  Scarlet  Fever. 

Staplefield,  „ Whooping  Cough, 

rdndfield,  „ Scarlet  P'ever. 

Horsted  Keynes,  „ Scarlet  Fever. 

Handcross  ,,  Influenza. 

Hurstpierpoint  „ Whooping  Cough. 


The  cost  of  the  iNfotor  Ambulance  used  for  conveying  infectious 
patients  atid  bedding  to  the  Hospital  was  rather  more  this  year, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  necessary  to  have  it  overhauled  and  several  new 
tyres.  Together  with  petrol  and  insurance  the  total  cost  amounted 
to  £112  8s.  I 111.  Against  this  £15  was  received  for  conveying 
patients  from  Urban  Districts. 


nisinfrctiojis. — 

Houses  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  •••  52 

lifioms  ,,  ...  ...  •••  ll'"> 

Schools  ,,  ...  ••  •••  ••• 

lioads  of  Bedding  from  Houses,  Steam 

Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

During  the  year  Kleotric  Light  has  been  installed  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital  at  the  cost  of  £712,  which  is  a greaf  improvement 
over  the  former  method  of  lighting  by  oil  lamps. 

hfmi.sittg  (iw!  Toivii  Planning^ — Fighty-.seven  houses  have  been 
ins))ected  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Acts,  and  38  of 
these  were  found  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
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habitation.  29  have  been  repaired,  and  in  the  remaining  four  cases 
the  work  has  either  been  put  in  hand  or  is  outstanding. 

No  Closing  or  Demolition  (Jrdei-s  have  been  made,  but  tAvo 
cottages  in  an  unsafe  condition  were  demolished  by  the  owner,  two 
new  cottages  being  i)uilt  in  theii-  stead.  Five  old  cottages  have  been 
thoroughly  renovated  and  repaired  by  the  owners  In  tlu’ee  instances 
these  renovated  cottages  are  not  now  occupied  by  members  of  the 
working  classes,  but  1 regret  to  say  that  in  one  parish  alone  within 
the  past  three  years  no  less  than  21  working-class  families  have  been 
displaced  and  the  cottages  occupied  either  as  week-end  cottages  or 
permanent  residences  of  persons  in  better  circumstances. 

Housing. — 77  New  Houses  have  been  completed  in  the  District 
during  the  year,  including  three  houses  which  were  converted  from 
existing  buildings.  26  of  these  were  cottages  and  the  remainder 
were  quite  small  houses.  20  of  the  cottages  were  actually  built  by 
owners  for  their  workpeople. 

The  Council  received  permission  in  December,  1923,  to  grant  a 
subsidy  in  the  form  of  a lump  sum  amounting  to  £76  18s.  6d.  for 
30  cottages,  and  later  permission  was  given  for  a further  30  cottages. 
Up  to  the  present  51  a])plications  have  been  dealt  with,  and  the 
houses  are  either  completed  or  in  course  of  erection, 

It  is  apparent  from  my  records  that  during  the  last  few  years 
employers  have  done  quite  a good  share  in  providing  cottages  for 
their  Avorkpeople,  and  1 am  glad  to  say  that  the  Council  are  at  the 
moment  also  building  24  cottages  under  the  1924  Act,  and  1 have 
instructions  to  repoi’t  from  time  to  time  Avith  a view  to  erectinfr  a 
further  150  cottages,  if  necessary. 

Houses  Erected  in  District  1920-1925. — 


Year  1920- 

—Houses  completed. 

Private 

Enterprise. 

. 21 

Housin},' 

Scheme. 

„ 1921 

1)  99 

. 39 

10 

„ 1922 

99 

. 51 

24 

„ 1923 

99  99 

. 39 

„ 1924 

99  9 9 

. 68 



„ 1925 

99  99 

. 77 

— 

Total 

295 

34 

Now  in  course  of  erection 

..  49 

24 
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Houses  and  Premises. — 4>0l  Inspections  have  been  made  of  Houses 
and  Premises,  and  tlie  various  defects  found  were  remedied.  Iwenty- 
four  complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with  dui’ing  the  year. 

The  folio winsf  is  a List  of  the  Works  carried  out : — 


Rooms  cleansed  and  renovated  ...  ...  89 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  b 

Floors  ,,  ...  ...  ...  •••  25 

Stairs  ,,  ...  ...  ...  •••  8 

Walls  „ 36 

Windows  repaired  and  made  to  open  ...  32 

Rooms  provided  with  additional  Ventilation  8 
Raves  Gutters  provided  or  repaired  ...  9 

I’avings  provided  oi*  repaii’ed  ...  ...  4 


Fireplaces  and  Cooking  Accommodation 

provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Drains. — 

No.  of  Main  Drains  laid  or  i-e-laid  ...  ...  13 

„ Branch  „ „ ...  ...  49 

,,  „ ,,  unstopped  or  cleansed  ...  18 

„ Gullies  provided  ...  ...  ...  18 

„ Insanitary  Fittings  rectified...  ...  21 

,,  Airtight  Manhole  Covers  pj'ovided  ...  9 

„ New  Ventilation  or  Soil  Pipes 

provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sinks. — 

No.  of  Insanitary'  Sinks  abolished  ...  ...  5 

„ Glazed  Stoneware  Sinks  provided  ...  5 

Water  Closets. — 

No.  of  New  additional  W.C.’s  provided  ...  5 

„ New  Pedestal  Basins  provided  ...  12 

W.C.’s  supplied  with  New  Flushing 

.\ppai’atus  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

,,  repaired  and  cleansed  ...  5 
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Privies,  Ashpits  and  Cesspools. — 

No.  of  E.C.’s  converted  to  W.C.’s  ... 

„ Additional  E.C.’s  provided  ... 

„ E.C.’s  repaired 
„ New  Pails  provided  ... 

„ New  Refuse  Receptacles  ]>rovided  ... 

,,  New  Cesspools  i-epaij’ed  or  provided 
,,  Cesspools  emptied  and  cleansed 
„ Pi-ivies  „ ,5  ••• 

,,  Sewage  Pui'ilication  Installations 
provided 


12 

2 

2 

10 

4 

7 

(3 

1 

2 


M iscellaneons. — 

No.  of  Cases  of  Animals  kejd  so  as  to  be  a 

Nuisance  ...  ...  ...  •••  ^ 

,,  Offensive  Accumulations  removed  ...  10 

Water  Sicpply- — Twelve  out  of  the  14  Parishes  of  this  District 
have  a Public  Water  Supply  under  constant  pressure.  Water  is 
supplied  in  the  North  by  the  Mid-Sussex  .loint  Water  Board,  the 
central  portion  bv  the  Burgess  Hill  Water  Com]3any  (a  private 
Company),  and  in  the  exti-eme  South— in  the  Parish  of  Pyecombe— 
by  the  Brighton  Corporation.  The  supply  is  I'onstant  in  each  case. 

Tn  the  case  of  Newtimber,  which  is  a very  small  and  thinly 
populated  parish,  and  Horsted  Keynes,  the  water  su]Ji)ly  is  taken 
from  shallow  wells. 

Where  the  water  is  laid  on  it  is  in  practically  every  ease  laid 
directly  into  the  house  ; standpipes  are  the  exception. 

Samples  of  Water  are  taken  from  the  Public  Sup])lies  in  the 
District  at  intervals  and  submitted  for  analysis,  in  each  case  the 
Analyst  has  reported  that  the  water  was  excellent  in  (jualitv  and 
suitable  for  a public  supply.  The  Mid-Sussex  .Joint  M^ater  Board 
have  now  finished  their  new  Pumping  Station  at  Horsted  Keynes, 
and,  therefore,  there  is  no  likelihood  of  that  part  of  the  District 
served  by  the  Board  being  short  of  water. 


No.  of  Samples  examined  by  Analyst  ...  10 

Tested  in  Office  ...  ...  7 

Wells  Cleansed  and  Repaired  ...  4 

Pmnps  Repaired  1 

,,  Samples  Condemned  ...  ...  ...  4 

„ Horises  Supplied  from  Water  Works 

or  Wells  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Certificates  Granted  under  the  Public 

Health  (Water)  Act,  1878  ...  78 
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]Vorksho/)s  and  Bakehouses. — Tliere  :ire  12S  Woi-kshops,  Work- 
places and  Bakehouses  oti  the  Registei-,  including  18  Bakehouses, 
one  of  which  is  underground. 

79  InspectioJis  have  been  made,  and  3 Notices  served  and  com- 
plied with  for  Ijimewashing  and  Cleansing.  In  one  instance  sanitary 
accommodation  has  been  provided,  and  in  four  instances  insaiutaiy 
conditions  have  been  dealt  with  as  nuisances.  Sanitary  accommoda- 
tion has  also  been  provided  in  six  tempoi’ary  workplaces. 


Dairies,  Doivsheds  and  Milkshops. — There  ai'e  161  persons  registered 
undei’  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  ^Nlilkshops  Oi-der.  d'en  Cowkeepers 
have  been  registered  and  5 have  discontinued  during  the  year.  Fifty- 
one  persons  are  also  registered  as  Purveyoi-s  of  Milk  under  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  f Amendment)  Act.  Three  persons  were  registered  as 
Pmwevors  of  Milk  and  two  have  discontinued  during  the  vear. 

1 am  again  pleased  to  record  that  Agricultural  A.ssociations  and 
the  County  Council  are  encouraging  the  production  of  Clean  Milk 
by  giving  prizes  foj-  the  best-kept  daii*y. 

There  are  275  Registered  Cowsheds,  45  Dairies  and  7 Milksliops. 
Two  entirely  new  Sheds  have  been  erected. 


No.  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  292 

,,  Notices  served  to  Register  ...  ...  ...  14 

,,  ,,  „ Liniewash  ...  ...  ...  25 

„ ,,  ,,  Cleanse  Dirty  Coolers  ...  1 

,,  „ ,,  Bemove  Accumulations  of  Manure  6 

„ „ „ Provide  Additional  Lighting  4 

11 

„ New  Floors  Repaired  or  Re-laid 
„ Mangers  Provided  or  Repaired  ... 

,,  Supplied  with  Wholesome  Water... 

,,  of  Yards  Filled  up  and  Cleansed  ... 

„ ,,  New  Cooling  Houses  Provided  ... 

„ ,,  Floors  Cleansed  ... 


Ventilation  1 
2 
2 

1 

1 

1 

6 
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Slaughter  Houses  and  Shops.— There  are  20  Butchers’  and  Pish 
Shops  and  18  Slaughtei’-houses  in  the  District.  347  Inspection.s 
have  been  made,  and  1 regi*et  to  say  that,  contrary  to  the  nsua 
practices  of  this  District,  1 have  found  in  a few  Instances  the  carcases 
of  cows  exhibited  for  sale.  With  these  exceptions,  the  meat  on  sale 
has  always  been  found  of  first-class  quality.  It  is,  howevei',  very 
noticeable  that  every  butcher  now  sells  a proportion  of  imported  meat, 
and  several  butchers  confine  themselves  principally  to  this  class  of 
meat. 

The  Butchers’  Shops  and  the  Slaughter-houses  on  the  whole 
have  been  very  well  kept.  Before  the  Public  Health  (Meat  Regula- 
tions) Order  came  into  force,  I circularised  all  butcher.s  in  the  District, 
pointing  out  the  requirements  of  this  Order  and  making  certain 
suggestions,  and  1 am  glad  to  sa}*  that  the  butchers  appear  to  have 
endeavoured  to  carry  out  tlie  spirit  of  that  Order.  Every  shop,  for 
instance,  is  fitted  with  glazed  windows,  and  galvanised  receptacles 
fitted  with  covers  are  provided  for  the  reception  of  bones  and  scraps. 
1 have  found  it  necessary  to  remind  butchers  of  the  necessity  of 
notification  of  times  of  slaughter,  as  I find  thei’e  is  a tendency  to 
become  slack  in  that  direction. 

All  animals  are  stunned  before  being  bled  with  mechanical ly- 
opei’ated  instruments.  Pour  different  makes  of  instruments  are  in 
use,  and  each  appears  to  give  equal  satisfaction,  although  there  is 
apparently  some  risk  in  the  use  of  a live  bullet  and  some  (lifficulty  in 
sticking  a proportion  of  the  pigs  killed  in  this  way. 

We  have  only  three  Pish  Shops,  but  sevei’al  hawkers  also  sell 
fish  iu  the  District,  In  every  case,  when  fish  has  been  examined,  it 
has  always  been  found  in  splendid  condition.  1 deal,  pej’sonally. 
from  a hawker. 

The  following  Meat  has  been  surrendered  and  destroyed  as  being 
unfit  for  human  food  : — Beef,  1,1  lOlbs. ; Mutton,  281bs.  ; Pork  1361bs 
Total— l,2741bs. 

No.  of  Notices  to  Lime-wash  Premises  given 

and  complied  with...  ...  ...  3 

,,  other  Contraventions  found  and 

remedied  ...  ...  ...  4 
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Tubeyculusis  Order,  1925.— From  the  1 1th  September  to  the  2nd 
December  1 attended  19  post-moi-tem  examinations  of  animals 
slaiighteied  under  the  above  Oriler,  ami  only  in  one  instance  was  an 
animal  found  fit  for  human  food.  In  this  case  the  offals  only  were 
surrendered  and  destroyed.  In  every  other  instance  the  whole 
carcase  was  disposed  of  to  knackers. 

Bats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act. — The  provisions  of  the  Rats  and 
Mice  (Ue.struction)  Act,  1919,  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
public  during  Rat  Week  by  means  of  large  posters  setting  forth  the 
liabilities  of  occupiers  of  premises,  and  giving  particulars  of 
preventative  measures.  These  posters  were  exhibited  in  prominent 
positions  through  the  District  and  information  given  to  inquirers  with 
reganl  to  methods  of  destruction.  Steps  were  taken  on  all  the 
Sewage  Fai-ms  atid  Refuse  Tips  to  rid  them  of  rats,  although  a 
constant  war  is  waged  against  them  throughout  the  vear. 

Sewage  Dispo.ml. — The  Sewage  from  the  populous  parts  of  the 
Parishes  of  Clayton,  Keymer,  and  Hurstpierpoint  is  dealt  with  on  a 
Farm  consisting  of  about  26  acres  of  land,  Avith  contact  filters,  osier 
beds^  and  percolating  filters,  and  situated  at  Hurstpierpoint.  All 
sewage  other  than  storm  water  is  treated  either  by  contact  beds, 
percolating  filters  or  over  land. 

For  some  years  past  the  sewage  from  the  low  level  sewer,  which 
received  treatment  on  contact  beds,  has  given  ri.se  to  anxiety.  This 
year,  however,  the  Council  has  put  down  two  new  pei-colating  filters, 
which  are  now  satisfactorily  dealing  with  the  sewage  from  this 
outfall.  The  old  media  from  the  contact  beds  was  re-used,  and  the 
total  cost  only  amounted  to  £636  11s.  Since  this  work  has  been 
carried  out  the  effluent  from  all  parts  of  the  farm  has  been  satisfactory. 

Crops  of  grass,  together  with  osiers,  are  grown.  About  U acres 
of  the  frontage  of  this  farm,  which  adjoins  the  public  road,  has  been 
utili.sed  by  the  Council  for  the  erection,  of  10  cottages. 

The  Sewage  from  the  greater  part  of  the  village  of  Aidingly 
is  treated  by  broad  irrigation  over  about  fom-  acres  of  land. 

A farm  having  considerable  road  frontages  has  lately  been  sold 
in  building  plots,  and  it  was  thought  advisable  to  secure  additional 
land  adjoining  the  existing  sewage  farm  which  was  also  for  sale. 
The  Council,  therefore,  purchased  about  three  acres  for  a little  over 
£100.  This  land  is  not  at  present  used  or  required,  but  houses  are 
being  rapidly  erected,  which  will  be  eventually  connected  to  the 
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sewers.  Therefore  it  is  (juite  pustjible  tliat  it  will  be  needed  in  the 
near  future. 

The  Sewage  from  the  village  of  Balcombe  is  treated  on  works 
put  down  in  1909,  and  after  passing  through  u{)ward  how  tanks  and 
three  percolating  titters,  it  is  Hnally  discharged  over  land.  Apart 
from  occasional  mechanical  troubles  with  the  distributors,  these  works 
have  been  very  satisfactory. 

The  Sewage  at  Jjindfieid  is  received  in  two  Detritus  Tanks  and 
then  passed  ovei’  about  six  acres  of  land  which  is  frequently  dug 
deeply,  two  men  being  employed  for  this  purp<jse.  Considering  the 
amount  of  Sewage  which  is  received  on  this  land  fairly  satisfactory 
results  have  been  obtained,  but,  as  1 have  I’eported  befc're,  the  time 
must  come,  owing  to  continued  new  connections,  when  this  land  will 
not  deal  with  the  amount  of  sewage  that  is  put  upon  it.  Owing  to 
want  of  falls,  it  is  not  easy  to  suggest,  without  expensive  machinery, 
some  auxiliary  treatment.  Surplus  land,  formerly  bought  for  sewage 
disposal  pui’poses  and  which  now  could  not  possibly  be  used  for  that 
purpose,  has  been  utilised  by  the  Council  for  a housing  scheme,  14 
houses  being  erected  on  this  site. 

Scavenging. — Ln  the  Parishes  of  Balcombe,  Keymer,  Hurstpier- 
polnt  and  Lindfield  house  refuse  is  collected  by  contractors,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Parish  Council.  In  the  case  of  Lindtield  it  is 
deposited  on  the  Sewage  Farm,  where  it  is  burnt  by  the  Council’s 
own  men.  in  other  cases  arrangements  are  made  for  the  refuse  to  be 
tipped. 

In  the  Pai’ishes  of  Slaugham  and  Cuckfield  Rural  the  contents 
of  cesspools  and  pail  closets,  together  wdth  house  refuse,  are  removed 
by  the  Council’s  own  men  and  plant.  A 750-gallon  “ Dennis  ” Motor 
Cesspool  Emptier  is  engaged  in  the  emptying  of  cesspools — 1,392,000 
gallons  being  removed  during  the  year.  This  is  in  excess  of  last 
year’s  work,  and  considering  tliat  the  whole  of  the  sewage  from 
outlying  villages  such  as  Warninglid,  iSlaugham  and  Stapletield  has 
to  be  hauled  to  a tip  at  Handcross,  several  miles  distant,  1 think  it  is 
a very  good  record.  271  loads  of  refuse  have  also  been  removed, 
which  is  slightly  less  than  in  the  two  previous  years,  and  12,089 
pails  have  been  em|)tied  ; this  also  is  rather  less  and  is  due  to  pail 
closets  being  converted  to  water  closets,  when  the  cesspool  emptier 
deals  with  the  matter.  Unfortunately,  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
undertake  the  emptying  of  any  additional  cesspools,  as  our  present 
staff  is  fully  employed. 
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1 he  horse  employed  for  the  collection  of  refuse  is  ffettin?  old 
and  will  not  he  able  to  carry  out  this  part  of  the  work  much  lonc^er  • 
but  1 suggest  that  he  should  be  kept  as  long  as  possible,  and  then  a 
motor-propelled  vehicle  with  interchangeable  bodies  should  be 
purchased  for  this  work. 

The  Staff  employed  is  one  superintendent  (part  time),  driver  and 
three  men. 


The  Nett  Cost  for  the  present  year,  ending  December  31st 
amounts  to  £792  18s.  7d.,  and  is  about  £125  less  than  last  year.  ’ 


Year, 

Sewapre 

Loads 

Pails 

Removed. 

Gallons. 

Refuse. 

Kmptied. 

Nett  Cost. 

Methotl. 

1919... 

1,034,950 

159 

12,276 

£1,056 

15 

11 

Horses. 

1920... 

1,023,050 

159 

12,276 

£1,279 

8 

8 

1921... 

1,007,300 

235 

13,376 

£1,188 

18 

2 

99 

1922  .. 

1,185,400 

232 

13,325 

£1,116 

14 

9 

Motor  ^ year 

1923... 

1,380,000 

286 

13,571 

£763 

8 

1 

Motoi*. 

1924... 

1.377,000 

290 

12,843 

£917 

5 

11 

99 

1925... 

1,392,000 

271 

12,089 

£792 

18 

7 

M 

I am.  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

4th  B'ebruary,  1926.  ALEX.  L.  ROBINSON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
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